THE    MEMOIRS    OF    RALPH    RASHLEIGH

of debasement and debauchery, preying upon the desires of
debased and despairing men.

Rashleigh's period as a respectably living being, to all
Intents and purposes in the enjoyment of his freedom, came
to a drastic close about a month after the police had inter-
rupted his speech to the political malcontents. One day a
constable came to the school with an order signed by the
Chief Superintendent of Convicts, that one Ralph Rash-
leigh should accompany the bearer to Hyde Park Barracks.
On reaching the barracks, he was placed in strict and solitary
confinement, and before sunrise next day he was handcuffed
and dispatched with a messenger-guard to a Government
agricultural establishment at Emu Plains,1 about thirty-five
miles inland. He was not permitted to visit the school to
obtain his belongings, the messenger proving impervious to
entreaties and bribes. He was compelled to take the long
tramp as he was, in a thin suit, and a light pair of shoes,
which were in tatters long before he reached Parramatta, the
end of his first day's stage. Next day he was obliged to walk
the remaining twenty miles barefooted over the roughest
roads, so that his feet were cut and bleeding before he
reached his destination.

1 This agricultural establishment employed at various times between 70
and 140 convicts. In an official return dated April i, 1827, the number is
given as 134; another dated February 16, 1829, as 6 overseers, 10 mechanics
and 49 labourers.
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